MINUTES OF THE MEETING of the
CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL on MONDAY JANUARY 27TH 2025

Clerk email:  clerk@cuerdenparishcouncil.org.uk  Meeting at Clayton le Woods Primary School.
In attendance Cllr N Whittam, Cllr A Whittam, Cllr M Brown.  A Phelan (clerk)
1.  Meeting opened at 7pm 
2. Minutes of the Meeting held November 2024 read and accepted as a true copy.
3.  Matters Arising.
a) The cinder path proposal - Mike Clifford, CLW Councillor has now been put in the picture. Map has been produced and a letter drafted requesting a meeting with CVPT.
However, as the feedback from Sean Blake and Bill Whisker at the Street Scene department at Chorley Council was positive - in that they have no objections to the parish improving this *area (see note) by adding a bench and proper pathway to the parish noticeboard - NW is to attend a Northern Parishes meeting this month and will ask the committee if Cuerden would be considered for some additional funding to include replacement of the metal parish notice board which is suffering weather damage and water ingress. This creation of a “central point” for the parish might take priority over the cinder path proposal which will be subject to a lot more issues so pending feedback from this option the path will be put on hold. The Cinder path is deemed to be a “permissive” path, not a PROW.  (*NB. The area on the right just outside the entrance to Berkeley Drive - there must be a process of finding out who owns the land or a notice in newspaper before we went ahead as the Council can find no records as to who owns this parcel of land). Any planning process required regarding the protected tree on this land the Clerk will deal with.
b) Feedback from the daffodil distribution from the parishioners was positive and this could possibly be revisited next year, depending on how the current planting flourishes this year. 

c) The bank has been contacted yet again and they now state the letter of special instruction (to obtain bank statements) is not or no longer suitable and insist that the only way to get the issue resolved is by a personal visit by the signatories to the nearest high street branch (Preston) with suitable id, NW & MB to action as soon as convenient.
d) An advertisement for additional councillors and permanent clerk has now been uploaded to the website though some more direct approach, i.e. getting a flyer delivered around the parish and its perimeter may be more effective. 
e) The HMRC guidance EIM67320 has been removed therefore the clerk has received a new tax code which now accounts for the remuneration paid.  Going forward any new permanent clerk would be deemed to be an employee of the council and new rulings dictate employees must now be registered for PAYE and NIC.
4. ADJOURNMENT- PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:
No members of the public attended.

5. Planning Report & any updates 
Nell Lane and Cuerden Hall continue to be monitored. The decision as to where the sewage pipes are to be laid is still unclear the choices being via the Redrow Parkhurst Road estate or via Birch Avenue through Cuerden Residential Park, the latter being a cause for concern amongst residents.  Rowland have now made efforts to clean up the mud that has been deposited on the roads around the area. Some issues over the ownership of and maintenance of the hedges at the Nell Lane/Wigan Road access are being discussed by highways and Rowlands (as both would like them removed) as reported by the adjacent neighbours.
6. Parish Council Accounts – 
Audit pending Bank reconciliation. Still awaiting bank statements.  The next meeting will be the AGM and it is hoped they will be made available for the audit.
7. Special Instructions – 
.. as covered in matters arising, visit to the bank to be made by the signatories asap. 
8. Accounts due to January
	Easy Website fees Dec-Jan x 2@£30.36  AP
	   £60.72
	Ref 000331

	Stationery, toner and other sundries 23-24  AP
	   £36.92
	Ref 000332


Checked, signed and returned to the clerk for processing.

9.   Any Other Correspondence Received.  
A flyer from Clayton le Woods CE School seeking donations for a “Golden Mile Track”.  This will be added to the Agenda for the April meeting. 

The site for the Royal Preston Hospital has been named as the former proposed Ikea site at Cuerden.  

Easywebsites has forwarded a schedule of payments for the coming year confirming the monthly fee will remain at £30.36.

10. Any Other Business. - Exchange of Information Only.
Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making

Date and Time of Next Meeting. Monday 28th April 2025 for AGM (start times may be amended) Other dates to note 23th June(AGAR) 15th Sept, & 24th Nov. (all confirmed with venue)
Meeting closed at 8pm. 
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